Mathews County
Board of
Supervisors
Legislative Update
July 26, 2022

HB167 (Ransone) Publication of notice by
localities. Provides that in any instance in
which a locality has submitted a correct and
timely notice request to a newspaper
published or having general circulation in the
locality and such newspaper fails to publish
the notice, or publishes the notice
incorrectly, such locality shall be deemed to
have
met
the
appropriate
notice
requirements so long as the notice is
published in the next available edition of a
newspaper having general circulation in the
locality.

HB384 (Davis) Administration of government; rights
of state and local employees; freedoms of
conscience and expression. Protects state and local
government employees of the Commonwealth,
defined in the bill, from being penalized by their
employer for expressing their opinion regarding a
current or proposed regulation, rule, policy, position,
or other action or purpose of a unit of state or local
government at a hearing of a public body during the
time designated for public comment when such
employees are speaking on their own behalf as
members of the public.

HB616 (Roem) Board of zoning appeals;
funding. Provides that upon request of the
board of zoning appeals (BZA), a governing
body shall consider appropriation of funds
so that the BZA may employ or contract for
secretaries,
clerks,
legal
counsel,
consultants, and other technical and clerical
services. The bill also provides that if a BZA
has needs that surpass the budgeted
amount, the governing body shall review the
BZA’s request.

HB911 (Orrock) Local credits for approved local
volunteer activities. Enables localities, by
ordinance, to provide a credit against taxes and
fees imposed by the locality to an individual
who provides approved volunteer services in
the locality. As defined in the bill, "approved
volunteer services" includes (i) volunteer first
responders or (ii) individuals who perform
volunteer services to a nonprofit organization or
to the locality, if such services are approved by
the locality. The bill specifies that the credit
shall not be applied against any property taxes
or payments in lieu of property taxes. The bill
gives localities discretion to determine which
taxes or fees are permissible uses of the credit
and which services qualify for the credit.

HB1131 (Williams)/ SB417 (Stanley)
Virginia Code Commission; work
group to review public notices
required to be published by localities.
Directs the Virginia Code Commission
to convene a work group to review
requirements throughout the Code of
Virginia for localities to provide public
notice for intended actions and events,
including (i) the varying frequency for
publishing notices in newspapers and
other print media, (ii) the number of
days required to elapse between the
publications of notices, and (iii) the
amount of information required to be
contained in each notice, and make
recommendations for uniformity and
efficiency. The bill requires the
Commission to submit a report to
summarizing the work and any
recommendations of the work group
by November 1, 2022.

HB1290 (Hayes)/ SB764 (Barker) Public bodies; security of government databases
and data communications. Requires every public body to report to the Virginia
Fusion Intelligence Center all known incidents that threaten the security of the
commonwealth’s data or communications or result in exposure of data protected by
federal or state laws and all other incidents compromising the security of the public
body's information technology systems with the potential to cause major disruption
to normal activities of the public body or other public bodies. The bill requires such
reports to be made to the Virginia Fusion Intelligence Center within 24 hours of the
discovery of the incident and that the Virginia Fusion Intelligence Center share such
reports with the Chief Information Officer promptly upon receipt. The bill requires
the Chief Information Officer to convene a work group to review current
cybersecurity reporting and information sharing practices and report any legislative
recommendations by November 15, 2022.

SB172 (Peake) County boards of supervisors; salaries. Requires county
boards of supervisors, prior to July 1 of each year, to set a maximum annual
compensation, which will become effective as of January 1 of the year
following the next regularly scheduled elections.

HB195 (Ransone) Polling places; location requirements; waiver in certain
circumstances. Provides that in the event that there is no suitable building that could
be used for a polling place within a precinct or within one mile of the precinct
boundary, the general registrar or the governing body of the locality may request
from the Department of Elections a waiver to establish a polling place that does not
meet the location requirements. The bill provides that the Department shall grant
such a waiver and may impose any conditions on the waiver that it deems necessary
or appropriate to ensure accessibility and security of the polling place and
compliance with any other requirements of state or federal law.

HB205 (Wachsmann)/ SB80 (Stanley) State and local elections
officials; acceptance of certain gifts and funding prohibited. Prohibits
state and local elections officials from soliciting, accepting, using, or
disposing of any moneys, grants, property, or services given by a
private individual or nongovernmental entity for the purpose of
funding voter education and outreach programs, voter registration
programs, or any other expense incurred in the conduct of elections.
The bill specifically provides that it is not a violation of this prohibition
to (i) operate a polling place or voter satellite office in a facility
furnished by a private individual or nongovernmental entity or (ii)
accept a federal government grant funded in whole or part by
donations from private individuals or nongovernmental entities.

HB895 (Kilgore)/ SB370 (Bell) Elections; conduct of election; election
results; risk-limiting audits. Requires local electoral boards and general
registrars to perform certain risk-limiting audits, defined in the bill, under
the supervision of the Department of Elections and in accordance with the
procedures prescribed by the State Board of Elections. The bill provides that
localities are required to participate in such audits at least once every five
years. The bill also provides that the Department shall submit a report on
the results of such audits to the State Board.

HB927 (Robinson)/ SB3 (Suetterlein)
Elections; voting systems; reporting
absentee results by precinct. Includes in the
definition of "voting system" on-demand
ballot printing systems and ballot marking
devices used to manufacture or mark ballots
to be cast by voters on electronic voting and
counting machines. The bill also requires
general registrars to report to the
Department of Elections the number and
results of absentee ballots cast by voters
assigned to each precinct in the registrar’s
locality.

HB1140 (Walker) Voter registration; cancellation of registration; notice
requirement. Requires general registrars to provide notice of the cancellation
of a voter's registration to the voter by mail to the address listed in the voter's
registration record and by email to the email address provided on the voter's
registration application, if one was provided.

HB516 (Bulova)/ SB551 (Marsden) Flood resiliency and protection.
Implements recommendations from the first Virginia Coastal Resilience
Master Plan. The bill provides guidelines for the development of a Virginia
Flood Protection Master Plan for the Commonwealth and requires that the
Coastal Resilience Master Plan be updated by December 31, 2022, and every
five years thereafter. The bill establishes the Virginia Coastal Resilience
Technical Advisory Committee to assist with the updates and requires the
development of a community outreach and engagement plan to ensure
meaningful involvement by affected and vulnerable community residents.

HB771 (Hodges) Publication of local
Chesapeake
Bay
Preservation
Act
information. Requires each locality in
Tidewater Virginia to publish on its website
the criteria and elements adopted by the
locality to implement its local plan as
required by the Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Act.

HB150 (March) Virginia Freedom of Information Act; posting of
minutes; local public bodies.
Requires, with certain exceptions outlined in the bill, any local public
body subject to the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act to post meeting minutes on its official public government website,
if any, within seven working days of final approval of the minutes. The
bill provides that if a local public body does not own or maintain an
official public government website, it shall make copies of all meeting
minutes available no later than seven working days after final approval
of the minutes at a prominent public location in which meeting notices
are regularly posted.

HB307 (Freitas) Virginia Freedom of Information Act; estimated charges. Provides
that a public body subject to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act shall make all
reasonable efforts to supply records requested by a citizen at the lowest possible
cost. The bill also requires a public body, prior to conducting a search for records, to
notify the requester in writing of the public body's right to make reasonable charges
not to exceed its actual cost incurred in accessing, duplicating, supplying, or
searching for requested records and inquire of the requester whether he would like
to request a cost estimate in advance of the supplying of the requested records. The
time to respond to the request is tolled.

HB444 (Bennett-Parker) Virginia Freedom of Information Act; meetings
conducted through electronic meetings. Amends existing provisions
concerning electronic meetings by keeping the provisions for electronic
meetings held in response to declared states of emergency, repealing the
provisions that are specific to regional and state public bodies, and allowing
certain public bodies to conduct all-virtual public meetings where all of the
members who participate do so remotely and that the public may access
through electronic communications means. The bill excepts local governing
bodies, local school boards, planning commissions, architectural review
boards, zoning appeals boards, and any board with the authority to deny,
revoke, or suspend a professional or occupational license from the provisions
that allow public bodies to conduct all-virtual public meetings. Definitions,
procedural requirements, and limitations for all-virtual public meetings are
set forth in the bill, along with technical amendments. The bill has a delayed
effective date of September 1, 2022.

SB152 (Locke) Virginia Freedom of Information Act and Virginia Freedom of
Information Advisory Council; definition; official public government
website. Defines "official public government website" as it applies to the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the Virginia Freedom of Information
Advisory Council as any internet site controlled by a public body and used,
among any other purposes, to post required notices and other content
pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act on behalf of the public
body.

HB95 (Head) Adult protective services investigations; financial
institutions; furnishing of record and information. Requires financial
institutions to cooperate in any investigation of alleged adult abuse,
neglect, or exploitation conducted by a local department of social
services and to make any financial records or information relevant to
such investigation available to the local department upon request.
Financial institutions may also voluntarily report information relevant
to an adult protective services investigation to the local department of
social services or to a court-appointed guardian ad litem for the adult
under investigation. The bill provides that, absent gross negligence or
willful misconduct, a financial institution is immune from civil or
criminal liability for providing such information to a local department
of social services or a court-appointed guardian ad litem.

HB1191 (Ransone)/ SB361 (Stuart) Marcus alert
system; participation. Extends the date by which
localities shall establish voluntary databases with
mental health information and emergency contact
information to the 9-1-1 alert system from July 1,
2021, to July 1, 2023. Makes optional for localities
with populations of 40,000 or below the requirement
that localities establish protocols for local lawenforcement agencies’ memorandums of agreement
with mobile crisis response providers regarding
requests for law-enforcement back-up during mobile
crisis/community care team response as well as
standards and state approval of protocols for lawenforcement participation in the Marcus alert
system. Also requires the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services to include in its
annual report to the Governor and General Assembly
committees/commissions information regarding
barriers to the establishment of local Marcus alert
programs and teams have not been established and a
plan for addressing such barriers.

SB268 (Favola) Emergency custody and temporary detention; transportation;
transfer of custody. Allows an employee of or person providing services pursuant to
a contract with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to
be an alternative transportation provider for an individual subject to a temporary
detention order. The bill requires a magistrate to designate an alternative
transportation provider to provide transportation upon determining that an
alternative provider is available, willing, and able to provide transportation in a safe
manner. If no such provider is available, the magistrate must designate the primary
law enforcement agency and jurisdiction designated to execute the temporary
detention order to provide transportation. The bill allows the primary law
enforcement agency to transfer custody to an alternative transportation provider
upon execution of a temporary detention order, subject to availability of providers.

SB593 (Newman) Custody and
transportation of persons subject to
emergency custody or temporary
detention order; alternative custody;
auxiliary police officers. Allows auxiliary
police officers to provide transportation
for a person subject to an emergency
custody or temporary detention order.
Directs the Department of Criminal
Justice Services to establish compulsory
minimum training standards for auxiliary
police officers who are called into service
solely for the purpose of providing
transportation for such person subject to
an emergency custody order or providing
transportation for a person in the
temporary detention process.

HB272 (Marshall)/ SB501 (Lewis) Local land use approvals;
extension of approvals to address the COVID-19 pandemic.
Extends from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2023, the sunset date for
various local land use approvals that were valid and outstanding as
of July 1, 2020.

SB60 (Hackworth)/ HB810 (Price) Powers and
duties of political subdivisions; emergency
management assessment. Provides that all
political subdivisions shall provide an annually
updated emergency management assessment
and data related to emergency sheltering
capabilities to the State Coordinator of
Emergency Management on or before August 1
of each year. Under current law, this is due on or
before May 1 of each year.

SB673 (Morrisey) Local
correctional
facilities;
entry
privileges.
Authorizes the Governor
and members of the
General Assembly to enter
the interior of any local
correctional facility.

SB 741 (Surovell) Facial recognition technology; authorized uses. Authorizes local law, campus police departments, and the
Department of State Police (the Department) to use facial recognition technology for certain authorized uses as defined in the bill.
The bill requires that the appropriate facial recognition technology be determined by the Division of Purchases and Supply and
that such facial recognition technology be evaluated by the National Institute of Standards and Technology and have an accuracy
score of at least 98 percent true positives across all demographic groups. The bill directs the Department to develop a model policy
regarding the investigative uses of facial recognition technology to be posted publicly no later than January 1, 2023, and requires
that local law-enforcement agencies or campus police departments that use facial recognition technology to either adopt the
Department's model policy or develop an individual policy that meets or exceeds the standards set by the Department's model
policy. The bill directs local law-enforcement agencies, campus police departments, and the Department to collect and maintain
certain data related to the use of facial recognition technology and to publish an annual report to provide information to the public
regarding the agency's use of facial recognition technology. The bill clarifies that any match made through facial recognition
technology shall not be used in an affidavit to establish probable cause for the purposes of a search or arrest warrant. Additionally,
any facial recognition technology operator employed by a local law enforcement agency, campus police department, or the
Department who violates the agency's or department's policy for the use of facial recognition technology or conducts a search for
any reason other than those authorized by the bill is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor for a first offense, and is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense.

HB267 (McNamara)/ SB12 (Suetterlein) Local taxes; surplus
revenues. Grants localities permissive authority to return
surplus personal property tax revenues to taxpayers. Under
current law, localities may return only surplus real property
tax revenues.

HB 358/SB 572 Veteran-owned small businesses; waiving of fees.
(Chief patrons: McGuire and Kiggans)
Directs the Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs and the
Secretary of Commerce and Trade, in conjunction with the
Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity, to examine
the waiving of fees associated with permits necessary to
establish a small business for veteran-owned small businesses.

HB518 (Head)/ SB651 (Vogel) Sales and transient occupancy taxes;
accommodations intermediaries. Changes the process by which sales and transient
occupancy taxes are collected from accommodations sales involving
accommodations intermediaries. Under current law, accommodations intermediaries
remit these taxes to the Department of Taxation or a locality, or a hotel, depending
on the circumstances. The bill requires accommodations intermediaries to collect
such taxes and remit them to the Department of Taxation or a locality, as applicable.
The bill also provides that in a transaction involving multiple parties that may be
considered accommodations intermediaries, such parties may agree that one party
shall be responsible for collecting and remitting the taxes. In such event, the party
agreeing to collect and remit such taxes shall be the sole party liable for the tax.
Accommodations intermediaries shall submit to localities certain information on
accommodations facilitated by the intermediary on a monthly basis. The bill also
broadens the definition of accommodations intermediary. The bill directs the
Department of Taxation to publish guidelines on implementation of the bill by August
1, 2022, and to convene a work group to examine the processes used to collect local
transient occupancy taxes and make recommendations for improvements. The
substantive provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of October 1, 2022.

HB1010 (Durant) Real property taxes;
notice of proposed increase. Adjusts the
notice requirements for public hearings held
to increase property taxes in localities that
conduct their reassessment of real estate
more than once every four years. The bill
requires such localities to provide notice of
any such hearing on a different day and in a
different notice from any notice published
for the annual budget hearing. Under
current law, such hearings are required
when a locality seeks to raise its property
tax rate above a rate that would collect
more than 101 percent of the amount of
taxes collected for the previous year.

SB648 (McPike) Real property tax;
exemption for the elderly and
handicapped. Provides that any
locality may by ordinance accept
documentation establishing eligibility
for the real property tax exemption
for the elderly and handicapped on a
rolling basis throughout the year.
Current law states that localities shall
accept such documentation after
January 1 but before April 1 or a later
date fixed by ordinance.

HB445 (Murphy)/ SB446 (Boysko) Broadband
service; new residential and commercial
development; stakeholder advisory group.
Provides that the Department of Housing and
Community Development (the Department)
shall convene a stakeholder advisory group for
the purpose of evaluating local and state
policies, procedures, or ordinances to facilitate
the expansion of high-speed broadband service
and associated infrastructure in new residential
and commercial development. The stakeholder
advisory group shall be composed of
representatives from the commercial and
residential land development and construction
industry,
local
government,
highspeed
broadband providers, and other stakeholders as
determined by the Department and shall report
its findings and recommendations to the
Broadband Advisory Council no later than
September 30, 2022.

HB 215/SB 62 School Health Services
Committee; established, membership, report,
sunset provision. (Chief patrons: Robinson and
Favola)
Amends the Code of Virginia by adding in Title
30 a chapter numbered 64, to establish the
School Health Services Committee in the
legislative branch to review and provide advice
to the General Assembly and other policy
makers regarding proposals that require local
school boards to offer certain health services in
a school setting. The bill requires the Committee
to submit its findings and recommendations to
the General Assembly and the Governor by
October 1 of each year. The bill has an expiration
date of July 1, 2025.

HB 741 Annual public elementary and secondary school safety audits; creation or
review of school building. ( Chief patron: Bell) Amends§ 22.1-279.8 of the Code of Virginia to
require each local school board, as part of each annual school safety audit, to create a
detailed and accurate floor plan for each public-school building in the local school division or
certify that the existing floor plan for each such school is sufficiently detailed and accurate but
provides that such floor plan may be withheld from public disclosure.

HB 1129/SB 600 School safety audits; law enforcement officers. (Chief
patrons: Taylor and Pillion) Amends§ 22.1-279.8 of the Code of Virginia
to require each local school board to require its schools to collaborate
with the chief law enforcement officer of the locality or his designee
when conducting required school safety audits. The bill also requires
that the completed walk-through checklist using the standardized
checklist provided by the Virginia Center for School and Campus Safety
be made available to the chief law-enforcement officer of the locality
or his designee.

HB 1215 Public middle schools; physical education to include personal safety
training. (Chief patron: Ransone) Amends§ 22.1-253.13:1 of the Code of
Virginia to require any physical education class offered to students in grades
seven and eight to include at least one hour of personal safety training per
school year in each such grade level that is developed and delivered in
partnership with the local law-enforcement agency and consists of situational
safety awareness training and social media education.

SB 649 Juvenile law-enforcement records;
disclosures to school principals. (Chief patron:
Hanger) Amends§ 16.1-301 of the Code of
Virginia to change from discretionary to
mandatory that the chief of police of a city or
chief of police or sheriff of a county disclose to a
school principal all instances where a juvenile at
the principal’s school has been charged with a
violent juvenile felony, an arson offense, or a
concealed weapon offense and adds an offense
that requires a juvenile intake officer to make a
report with the school division superintendent
to the list of such instances that must be
disclosed to a school principal for the protection
of the juvenile, his fellow students, and school
personnel.

SB 724 School board; broadband, annual report.
(Chief patron: Pillion)
Requires, beginning in the 2022 school year and
in each school year thereafter through the 2025
school year, each school board to submit an
annual report to the Virginia Department of
Education and the Virginia Department of
Housing and Community Development listing
each student's 9-1-1 address that does not have
broadband access, as defined by the broadband
guidelines set out by the Virginia Department
of Housing and Community Development for its
Virginia Telecommunication Initiative.

Thank you!

